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The concealed engagements between Lieutenant McSween and 
Major Hickman could not have continued indefinitely without an 
ultimate daylight confrontation* Soon enough the day arrived* 

The catalyst for this long overdue encounter came in the 
form of Brigadier General Elton J* Maxwell, the Assistant 
Division Commander* It was he whose personal jeep had been 
briefly graced by Lieutenant McSween, with Alexander sitting upon 
his lap* 


As his driver halted the jeep on the main road in front 
of the 577th bachelor officers^ quarters, the general stepped out 
of it. He was a meticulous man and even his heavy overcoat haB 
been well tailored. The silver star on each shoulder gleamed 
brightly in the sun. The corporal rounded the jeep and came to 
join him, 


"Are you sure it was right here," asked the General, 
"that the lieutenant came out and took over my jeep?" 
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"It was either here or that next barracks over there. 
The only thing I*m positive about was that he was wearing 
snakeskin boots." 

"Snakeskin boots," commented the General. "In thirty 
years of service I*ve never heard of snakeskin boots." 

"And he was carrying that big dog." 

"In thirty years of service I*ve never heard of a 
lieutenant with a dog. Lieutenants do not have dogs in this 
man’s Army." 

"General, I think this is sort of a different kind of 
lieutenant. " 


"So I gather," replied the General dryly. 

An ambulance pulled up to a stop behind the jeep. Major 
Hickman, having departed the hospital in cold fury without 
waiting to be discharged and without waiting for his jeep, 
climbed down from the front seat. His stomach still pained him 
from the last horse needle injection and the right side of his 
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chest was still tender from the orderly who had helped throw him 
down. His mouth was a thin, hard line across the bottom of his 
face but he managed the semblance of a smile as he approached the 
General and saluted. 

"You*ve been to the hospital. Major?" asked the General. 

Hickmann shrugged as casually as possible. "Just a 
routine check, sir." The last thing in the v/orld he wanted, 
while he sweated out his chance to take over the battalion, was 
to have word about the recent heart attack scare bouncing around 
the Division. 

"We have a small problem here. Major." said the 
General. "Do you happen to have a lieutenant in your battalion 
who wears snakeskin boots?" 
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